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SRS FIA Information Update

In past editions of The Inventory we have discussed the Farm Bill being passed and the 
development of a new National Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) Strategic Plan. To 
summarize, the National FIA Strategic Plan discusses how to expand and to make 
improvements to the FIA Program such as urban FIA inventory, expansion of the 
National Woodland Owner Survey, expansion and nationalization of the Timber Product 
Output (TPO) Survey, improved Carbon accounting and biomass estimates for forests, 
land use/land change monitoring, small area estimation, and improved delivery of FIA 
data. Work on these areas has proceeded with investments from increased funding to 
advance the delivery of these areas for FIA. 

So what has been done to date?  Just a few examples are listed below.

• National Timber Products Output–deployment of a national compilation system,
development of plan to move to annual TPO data collection and reporting via a
sub-sampling of mills, and development of a National mill list.

• Urban FIA–implemented in 26 cities in 21 States (including 2 cities in
remeasurement), various city-level reports, and future expansion in additional
cities.

• Improved delivery of FIA data–Forest Atlas in fi nal stages of publication, use of
interactive “storymaps” to deliver FIA data, and steps to increase access of geo-
spatial FIA data.

• Carbon/Biomass–Development of national weight-based biomass equations for
30 tree species across the U.S. and improved carbon reporting for national and
international carbon reports for forests in the U.S.

• Land Use/Land Change and Small-Area Estimation–investigating image-based
change estimation to characterize tree-cover and land use changes from aerial
imagery in conjunction with FIA plots and testing a model-based landscape change
monitoring system that will provide wall-to-wall coverage. Both of these systems
are being pilot-tested in GA.

• National Woodland Owner Survey–expanding the coverage to include corporate,
urban, and tribal woodland owner surveys and the development and maintenance
of a national parcel data layer.

There are many other areas that are in development and testing through FIA in 
conjunction with our partners.

As always, if you have any technical questions regarding FIA, please submit those 
questions to Charlene Walker (cwalker@fs.fed.us) and we will address them in a future 
issue of The Inventory. Thank you for your interest in FIA and please let us know how 
we may serve you in the future.

Bill Burkman
SRS FIA Program Manager
bburkman@fs.fed.us
865-862-2073

Forest Inventory and Analysis
4700 Old Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37919
865-862-2000
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The USDA Forest Service, FIA Program is pleased 
to announce the 2017 FIA Science Stakeholder 
Meeting being held in Park City, UT on October 24-
26, 2017. The theme of the 13th Biennial Science 
Stakeholder Meeting is Doing More with the Core, 
emphasizing innovation around how FIA analyzes, 
augments, and delivers information derived from its 
central data collection operations. The Stakeholder 
Meeting brings together international forest scientists, 
managers, and stakeholders to share insights on a 
wide variety of topics, including contemporary issues, 
science policy, mensuration, geospatial products, and 
inventory methods. 

Information regarding the Stakeholder Meeting 
registration and hotel reservations can be found at 
https://www.fi a.fs.fed.us/sciencestakeholder/index.
php. 

The registration fee is $200 until September 1, 2017 
when it will go up to $250. Registration will be 
completely closed at midnight on October 6, 2017.

Hotel Reservations–A block of rooms is being held at 
the Park City Marriott for the 2017 FIA Stakeholder 
Meeting in Park City, Utah, October 24-26, 2017. 
Guestroom reservations must be made by October 2, 
2017 in order to secure a room at the government rate.

Note–When making your reservation, you will get 
this message: “Daily destination amenity fee of USD 
20 plus tax added to rate includes WiFi, shuttle, game 
room and apres-ski reception.” We are only being 
charged $5.00 for this service, and it is fully claimable 
on your voucher.

If you experience any problems in booking 
your room, please contact Vicki Berrett at 
vberrett@fs.fed.us.

Please share this information with your employees/
others and encourage registering for rooms and 
meeting as soon as possible. Also, emphasize that 
we have a room block to fi ll, so it is important to 
make reservations at the designated hotel before the 
reservation block closes. 

2017 FIA Partnership 
Meeting–Doing More with 
the Core!
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State
Cycle 

start date 
Subcycle 
start date 

Cycle and 
inventory year of 
current inventory

Percent of 
current subcycle 

collection 
completed 

Alabama 2016 Aug-16 10-2017 52

Arkansas 2016 Jan-16 11-2016 79

Florida 2014 June-16 10-2016 48

Georgia 2015 May-16 11-2016 49

Kentucky 2016 May-16 8-2015 86

Louisiana 2016 May-16 9-2016 37

Mississippi 2016 Feb-16 10-2016 71

North Carolina 2016 Oct-16 10-2017 38

Oklahoma (east) 2015 Aug-16 9-2016 57

Oklahoma (west) 2009 May-16 2-2016 1

Puerto Rico 2016 May-16 6-2016 98

South Carolina 2012 Jan-16 11-2016 100

Tennessee 2016 Aug-16 10-2015 36

Texas (east) 2013 Feb-16 10-2016 95

Texas (west) 2016 Sept-16 2-2015 24

U.S. Virgin Islands 2014 Sept-14 3-2014 100

Virginia 2012 Oct-16 10-2016 20

Information compiled May 23, 2017. 

Status of Current Field 
Inventories

For more information, contact 
Angie Rowe at 865-862-2052 or 
krowe@fs.fed.us.

On Monday, May 15, 2017, Knoxville’s FIA 
Headquarters hosted a group of approximately 20 
Alabama A&M University (AAMU) forestry 
students for an introduction to FIA and what we do 
across the south. A series of speakers representing 
administration, data acquisition, resource analysis, 
resource use, and methods development presented 
various aspects of FIA to the students. Dr. Kozma 
Naka, Associate Professor of Forest Operations at 
AAMU, leads the tour which is an annual event

designed to expose the students to various forestry 
organizations around the south. FIA is also 
collaborating with AAMU to install a demonstration 
plot on campus, where students will be able to gain 
hands-on experience in mensuration and FIA 
methodology. We look forward to this annual event 
and the opportunity to engage with the next 
generation of forestry professionals. 

Alabama A&M 
University Field Tour 
Visits Knoxville FIA 
Headquarters
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Eastern Trees Move North 
&West

After analyzing extensive data collected on 86 tree 
species in the eastern U.S., researchers found that 
most trees have been shifting their ranges westward 
or northward in response to temperature and 
precipitation changes.

Scientists from Purdue University, North Carolina 
State University, and the U.S. Forest Service 
collaborated on the study, which was recently 
published in Science Advances. 

“Trees are shifting partially because of climate 
change, but their responses are species specifi c,” 
said Songlin Fei, a Purdue University scientist and 
professor who led the study. “Deciduous trees like 
oak and maple are primarily moving westward. 
Evergreens are responding in a different way. They’re 
moving northwards.”

The researchers used Forest Service FIA data on 
tree abundance between 1980 and 2015. Study 
collaborators include Purdue scientists Johanna 
Desprez, Insu Jo, and Jonathan Knott; NCSU 
scientist Kevin Potter, a cooperator with the Eastern 
Forest Environmental Threat Assessment Center; and 
Southern Research Station research forester Chris 
Oswalt.

During the past 30 years, the mean annual 
temperature in the eastern U.S. has increased by 0.29 
degree Fahrenheit. The northern areas of this region 
have among the highest temperature increases.

Precipitation patterns have also changed during the 
past 30 years, with increasing temperatures resulting 
in widespread droughts in the south. Some western 

areas of the study region have experienced increasing 
precipitation patterns.

Changes in average temperature (left) and 
precipitation (right) between 1951-1980 and 1981-
2014. Image courtesy of Science Advances.

The study, which outlined species-by-species 
responses to climate change, revealed that 
precipitation can signifi cantly impact biodiversity and 
ecosystem sustainability. Many previous studies have 
generally shown a strong correlation between changes 
in temperature and tree shifting.

“We did see some northward shift as we had 
anticipated,” Fei said. However, “Precipitation has 
a stronger near-term impact on species shift than 
temperature,” said Fei, who also noted the westward 
shift following moisture changes was one of the most 
surprising fi ndings of the study.
Fei said that the research shows the clear impact of 
climate change based on big data, not just modeling. 
“It is not future predictions,” he said. “Empirical data 
reveals the impact of climate change is happening on 
the ground now. It’s in action.”

Further research will focus on communities of 
trees, and the impact climate change can have on 
the sustainability of diverse ecosystems. “We want 
to know if there is a community breakdown among 
groups of species resulting from climate changes,” 
said Fei.

The entire article can be read at CompassLive weekly.

Changes in average temperature (left) and precipitation (right) between 1951-1980 and 
1981-2014. Image courtesy of Science Advances.

For additional information, 
please contact Chris Oswalt at 
865-862-2068 or coswalt@
fs.fed.us.

Most Recent FIA Data by State and Collection Year

20132014

20152016

Current Status of FIA 
Data Posted

For more information, contact 
Ali Conner at 865-862-2228 or 
aconner@fs.fed.us.
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National and Southern FIA Web sites of Interest

National FIA Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us
National FIA database available at: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/
National Timber Product Output (TPO) database available at: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/
National Woodland Owner Survey Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/nwos/
Information specific to Southern States: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/
Electronic copies of SRS FIA publications at: http//www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/
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FIA is a USDA Forest Service research 
work unit which collects, analyzes, 
and reports on data pertaining to our 
forest land in the Southern region. 
This region includes Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, and Virginia.

FIA conducts this program of research 
to improve the understanding of the 
Southern forest ecosystem. 

Government and private agencies 
utilize this data to monitor forest 
resources, forest use, and forest health. 
The collection of data is done on private 
and public land. 

Our system development success is 
a direct result of our partners, our 
talented scientists, analysts, computer 
specialists, and other staff members 
who have continually contributed to the 
mission of this complex project.

In accordance with Federal civil rights laws and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offi ces, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies 
and complaint fi ling deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communications for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To fi le a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, 
AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_fi ling_cust.html and at any USDA offi ce or write 
a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a 
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Offi ce of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.




